
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 88-031
NPDES NO. CA0029301

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

UNION OIL COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA (UNOCAL)
SERVICE STATION No. 4425, AT 3499 EL CAMINO REAL
CITY OF SANTA CLARA, SANTA CLARA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter called the Board)
finds that:

1. Union Oil Company Of California (hereinafter called the
discharger) owns and operates a retail fuel station
located at 3499 El Camino Bl v d, in the city of Santa Clara,
Santa Clara County. By application dated January 4, 1988,
the discharger h~s applied for issuance of waste discharge
requirements and a permit to discharge waste under the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES).

2. site investigations show that the groundwater beneath the
site has been polluted by floating diesel fuel, dissolved
petroleum hydrocarbons, and dissolved benzene, toluene and
xylene. The pollution is the result of a unauthorized
release of an estimated 2100 gallons of diesel fuel from a
ruptured underqr-ound storage tank Which occurred in
November, 1986.

3. Four monitoring wells and eight soil borings have been
installed on the site. Groundwater monitoring data indicates
that a plume of free diesel product extends vertically to a
depth of approximately 45 feet and laterally in a 20 to 30
foot radius from the source. In June 1987, a maximum of
three feet of floating diesel fuel was measured in one of
the monitoring wells. Further studies are required to define
the lateral and vertical extent of the pollution.

4. The discharger seeks to cleanup and prevent the further
migration of the free floating diesel fuel by recovering the
free product via an extraction well using both a groundwater
depression pump and a pump to recover the free product. The
treatment system is designed to initiate cleanup while the
discharger continues the subsurface investigation.

5. Waste 001 will consist of a maximum flow of 6,000 gallons
per day (gpd) under initial operating conditions and
following any start-up of the treatment system. Under
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